THE REVOLUTION" OP 1848                 325

like lightning from a clear sky, came the news that an.
Academy of Sciences was to be founded. Prince Metter-
nich evidently sought to divert public attention from the
happenings in Galicia by putting a liberal plaster on the
sore wounds of the state, and for this purpose such a con-
cession to science was the very best possible makeshift he
could have resorted to."

From the window of his office G-rillparzer had a view
of the opening scenes of the revolution on the fateful 13th
of March, 1848. At first there was merely a gathering of
forty or fifty young students on the Ballplatz in front of
the State Chancellery, and one of their number, who had
been hoisted upon the shoulders of a comrade, began an
address, in full view of a triple row of soldiers. "The
whole," wrote Grillparzer, "made a great impression upon
me. The indifference with which these young men sta-
tioned themselves there like sheep ready to be slaughtered,
without taking the slightest notice of the military, had
something sublime about it. These are heroic children,
I said to myself. After a while the soldiers began to fire
upon the people. Whoever gave the signal brought the
monarchy to the brink of ruin by making a revolution out
of boyish pranks. From that moment on there was no
going backward, especially after the dismissal of Metter-
nich, who, with all his faults, was still the only man "who
had the ability and energy necessary to stem the tide.
Some victim the people were determined to have, but for
that the president of the police, Count Sedlnitzky, would
have sufficed, a man universally hated, and justly held re-
sponsible for most of our evils."

Grillparzer speaks of the behavior of the people duringn the fiendish occurrences became known. Suddenly,o American thea-
